Congress of the United States
PHouse of Representatives
MWashington, DL 20515

January 21, 2004

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense ~

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld,

We are writing to express profound concern regarding recent media reports which
suggest a pattern of mishandling sexual assault allegations within the United States
Armed Forces. We are particularly concerned that some of these cases involved soldiers
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Failure to adequately respond to sexual
assault reports has the potential to jeopardize the morale of our armed forces, and
undermine the very values that our country is trying to promote in Iraq: human rights,
respect for women, and the rule of law.

Our greater concern is whether the Department of Defense has effective measures
in place to respond to sexual assault allegations in a manner that is sensitive to the needs
of victims. Thus, we request a comprehensive review of existing procedures for
investigating and prosecuting sexual assault offenses within the military justice system.
We also request your assessment of victim care and support programs, with special
emphasis on how these programs are functioning within Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom.

Tt is essential that every soldier, sailor, airman and marine feel comfortable in
coming forward to report sexual harassment or assault. It is our sense that female service
members face greater difficulties in this area. In too many instances, women have
described a culture within the military that discourages reporting, ignores allegations, and
neglects victims. A recent article in the Denver Post quotes a soldier who was told to
forget an alleged rape and “drive on.” This is unacceptable.

We believe that victims should have prompt access to appropriate medical care
and counseling regardless of where they serve, and that perpetrators of sexual assault
should be swiftly brought to justice. Thousands of women are deployed in Iraq and the
surrounding region. All are far from family and loved ones; all have chosen the path of
service. These women must know that the military services are committed to protecting
them from offensive assault.
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